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1744, and the society became the United Society
of Methodists - its own preachers, and its own
buildings, there is little use pretending that it
is still within the fold of the Established Church.
Nevertheless Wesley passionately repudiated dis-
sent : far from being Dissenters, he declared, the
Methodists were the sound part of the English
Church.

Methodism, then, was being put on a solid
basis, but no more in an outer atmosphere of
calm, than, within, deliberately and with fore-
knowledge of the end. All the time there was the
feverish excitement of night-watches, where some-
times they would sing and shout for joy till morn-
ing, of conversions, of schisms, of hectic opposition
from outside. Still people would be struck down
when Wesley preached, or, seized with fits, would
come to the knowledge that their sins were blotted
out; still there would be startling general con-
versions, as when at an all-night meeting Wesley
descended to find a roomful of people groaning
and crying out at the strength of the Lord, ex-
pelling their demons, and coming to the birth ;
still there were seceders to the Calvinists and to
the Moravians, and occasional drastic purgings of
the classes or the bands. Soon also the bitter
paper attacks began to give place to physical
violence* There had, indeed, in the early Bristol
days been noisy interruptions, but the faithful
had been able to sing louder than the intruding
roughs had bawled ; now, however, in London
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